
Kyndt describes the motivations 
behind the global asbestos campaign: 
‘The Netherlands is well-known for its 
thorough asbestos policy. The research 
that we’ve been doing for decades 
is now paying off. Dutch companies 
know what is expected of them 
when it comes to asbestos safety. 
They know that they need to comply 
with the rules and they train their 
employees to handle asbestos safely. 
Many of our projects involve working 
abroad, and we have observed that 
the Netherlands asbestos policy is one 
of the safest in the world.’ 

Dutch asbestos
expertise
becomes an
international
export

For over 25 years, the Netherlands has been working to implement a 
safe asbestos policy, refining and structuring its approach over time. 
Asbestos has been a key focus area for SGS since the material was 
banned in the Netherlands on 1 July 1993. ‘We are an active global 
player in this field’, says Nicolas Kyndt, Global Vice President of 
Environment, Health and Safety at SGS. ‘Our international experience 
has shown us that all countries have their own history with asbestos, 
and that there is huge variation in legislation and regulations across 
the world. Some countries have failed to legislate at all – a situation 
that we believe is completely unacceptable. This is why we recently 
launched our global asbestos campaign. Our extensive asbestos 
expertise has now become an international export.’

Free e-learning

When it comes to tackling asbestos, employee 

safety is a top priority for all companies. This 

is why SGS has made its asbestos e-learning 

available to everyone. The online course covers 

topics such as: 

• What is asbestos? 

• Related health risks 

• Laws and regulations

• How to handle asbestos safely

The course is available in English. If you’re 

interested in the course, please visit www.

sgssearch.com/services/asbestos/sgs-online-

course-asbestos.

a French company in banglaDesh
He continues: ‘We work with large 
international corporations, property 
owners and industrial companies. 
Demand for a clear, defined approach 
to asbestos reporting is growing 
by the day. Imagine that a French 
company is commissioned to 
perform maintenance work on a 
plant in Bangladesh. Which country’s 
legislation should take precedence? 
How should you tackle an asbestos 
emergency? Companies that operate 
internationally need answers to 
these questions. As experienced 



global asbestos management 

anD aDvice

When it comes to asbestos safety, global 

companies like to retain complete control, 

and rightly so: across the world, there is an 

enormous variation in rules and regulations, 

and therefore an enormous scope for 

misinterpretation and lack of clarity. SGS 

provides strategic, tactical and operational 

advice on all asbestos-related issues: from 

testing samples for asbestos to developing 

a global asbestos policy. SGS can also train 

and advise your team on how to safely 

handle materials that contain asbestos. 

Our work not only involves defining a 

global standard, but also looks at how the 

standard is applied. 

professionals, we have made it our 
mission to provide the answers.’

tackling asbestos arounD 
the worlD 
In recent years, SGS has been 
investigating these complex issues. 
‘There is no other organisation that 
is better placed to tackle asbestos 
around the world than us. Our mission 
is to make a positive impact on the 
environment in which we live. But 
China, Russia and Kazakhstan are still 
producing huge volumes of asbestos 
cement, and every year, two million 
tonnes of asbestos make their way 
into buildings and installations. 
We want to help our international 
customers tackle this problem.’ 

an intelligent international 
Database
SGS has developed an intelligent 
international asbestos database and 
a free e-learning course, and the 
company also provides asbestos policy 
services and advice to companies 
around the world. ‘We’ve put a great 
deal of effort into developing our 
services and tools,’ Kyndt confirms. 
‘Take the international database as 
an example. To build this resource, 
we studied asbestos bans in over 
sixty countries, determining what 
the limit values are, which analysis 
techniques are permitted and what 
the rules are surrounding mandatory 
certification. And that was no easy 
task: it’s tricky to work out how to 
interpret the asbestos regulations for 
a particular province in the local dialect 
of Mandarin.’ 

From FinlanD to kazakhstan
A global approach has now been 
defined to act as a starting point for 
customers. ‘This approach enabled 
us to help a specialist in rotating 
equipment,’ Kyndt explains. ‘The 
company wanted to implement a 
single approach across all of its global 
sites. We carried out pre-mobility 
assessments, monitored air quality, 
drafted safety plans and trained field 
teams. SGS is active around the world, 
so we are always close by. We trained 
employees in a number of countries, 
including Finland, Russia and 
Kazakhstan. The company now has a 
global asbestos policy that is tailored 
to its specific needs.’ 

sgs asbestos compliance tool: 

an international Database

From now on, you can ensure that you 

are fully compliant – at all locations, all of 

the time. The SGS Asbestos Compliance 

Tool is the first global asbestos database. 

It collates the latest legal documents from 

each country and automatically translates 

them into English. Customers can access 

the database whenever they need to and 

can contact experts with any asbestos-

related questions. We created this database 

so that where regulations differ from 

country to country, you can gain an insight 

into the rules that apply in each place. 

Nicolas Kyndt, Global Vice-President 
Environment Health and Safety SGS



Why use this tool?
If your organisation works abroad, 
it can often be difficult to work out 
which asbestos regulations apply. How 
do you ensure that your employees 
can work safely?
Consider this example: a Spanish 
organisation is renovating a factory 
in India and plans to deploy Spanish 
employees on the project. The 
organisation will be working with both 
Spanish and Indian regulations, which 
are completely different. The SGS 
Compliance tool shows the following:
•  The use of asbestos is prohibited in 

Spain but not in India.
•  Before beginning maintenance 

work, Spanish regulations require an 
asbestos survey to be carried out; 
the Indian regulations do not. 

•  The maximum exposure limit to 
chrysotile asbestos in air over a 
period of 8 hours is 0.1 fibres/cc in 
Spain and 1.0 fibres/cc in India. 

There is a risk that the Spanish 
employees will be exposed to 
asbestos fibres in India, and that 
this exposure will breach Spanish 
regulations. To protect employees 
during the project in India, SGS 
advises the organisation to: 
•  Perform an asbestos survey before 

the work begins, including a risk 
assessment. 

•  Implement appropriate safety 
measures as necessary before and 
during the work. 

•  Test locally sourced construction 
materials for asbestos before using 
them.

Do you need help tackling an 
international asbestos issue? SGS can 
provide all the assistance you need 
and will work with you to identify the 
best and safest solution. If you have 
any questions or would like further 
information, please contact
nick.govers@sgs.com. 

sGs AsBestos 
CoMPliANCe
tool

asbestos is prohibited and there 

are measures in place to survey for 

asbestos in buildings.

asbestos is prohibited but there is no 

mandatory requirement to survey for 

asbestos in buildings.

 asbestos is partially prohibited or there 

is no mandatory requirement to survey 

for asbestos in buildings.

 asbestos is not prohibited or not fully 

prohibited, or there is no mandatory 

requirement to survey for asbestos.

 this country produces asbestos on a 

daily basis.

iNteRestiNG Results FRoM the 
tool
Incorporate into the world map: 

•  As far as we know, Japan, South Korea 

and Taiwan are the only countries in 

Asia where the production and use of 

asbestos is completely prohibited.

•  Portugal, Hungary and Romania have 

no legislation or standards in relation to 

surveying for asbestos in buildings.

•  Denmark largely banned asbestos in 

1980, closely followed by Sweden (1982) 

and Norway (1984). 

•  Russia, Kazakhstan, India and China are 

still mining for asbestos.

•  Canada only banned asbestos in 

December 2018. Until 2012, asbestos 

was still being mined there on a daily 

basis.  


